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would be a significant step to improv-
ing bus security. 

Therefore, the bill we are introducing 
today authorizes $35 million for fiscal 
year 2003 and $99 million for fiscal year 
2004 to fund an intercity bus security 
grant program that would be adminis-
tered by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation. It would include a matching re-
quirement that recipients of federal 
grants fund 10 percent of the security 
improvement expenses. 

Already, $15 million was appropriated 
for bus security grants in the fiscal 
year 2002 Supplemental Appropriations 
Act and another $10 million was appro-
priated in the fiscal year 2003 Omnibus 
Appropriations Act. This bill, if en-
acted, will authorize the funding al-
ready appropriated, along with an au-
thorization of $99 million for fiscal 
year 2004 and, in turn, give Congress 
time to further study existing and fu-
ture needs for bus transportation secu-
rity and determine what, if any, 
changes should be made to the pro-
gram. 

The bill will help improve bus secu-
rity by authorizing grants for security 
improvements at terminals; for the in-
stallation of surveillance equipment; 
for improvements to protect or isolate 
the driver; and for other specified im-
provements. The legislation also would 
require the Department of Transpor-
tation to complete a preliminary re-
port assessing the adequacy of over- 
the-road bus security and determine 
what, if any, additional steps should be 
taken to improve bus security. 

There have been several well-pub-
licized bus accidents since September 
11, 2001, including an accident on Octo-
ber 3, 2001, that involved an attack on 
the driver and claimed seven lives. 
Passing this measure will allow Con-
gress to take short-term action that 
will have a beneficial effect on the se-
curity of the bus industry and does not 
preclude consideration of longer-term 
security policy considerations. 

Efforts to pass similar legislation is 
also underway in the House of Rep-
resentatives, where the House Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, under Chairman YOUNG’s 
leadership, has already reported legis-
lation to be considered by the full 
House. 

I want to thank Senators HOLLINGS, 
HUTCHISON, BREAUX, LAUTENBERG, 
SMITH, and SNOWE for joining me in 
this effort. I look forward to working 
with all members to move this legisla-
tion forward. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
text of the bill be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the bill was 
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as 
follows: 

S. 929 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Over-the- 
Road Bus Security and Safety Act of 2003’’. 

SEC. 2. EMERGENCY OVER-THE-ROAD BUS SECU-
RITY ASSISTANCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation, acting through the Administrator 
of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Admin-
istration, shall establish a program for mak-
ing grants to private operators of over-the- 
road buses for system-wide security improve-
ments to their operations, including— 

(1) constructing and modifying terminals, 
garages, facilities, or over-the-road buses to 
assure their security; 

(2) protecting or isolating the driver; 
(3) acquiring, upgrading, installing, or op-

erating equipment, software, or accessorial 
services for collection, storage, or exchange 
of passenger and driver information through 
ticketing systems or otherwise, and informa-
tion links with government agencies; 

(4) training employees in recognizing and 
responding to security threats, evacuation 
procedures, passenger screening procedures, 
and baggage inspection; 

(5) hiring and training security officers; 
(6) installing cameras and video surveil-

lance equipment on over-the-road buses and 
at terminals, garages, and over-the-road bus 
facilities; 

(7) creating a program for employee identi-
fication or background investigation; 

(8) establishing an emergency communica-
tions system linked to law enforcement and 
emergency personnel; and 

(9) implementing and operating passenger 
screening programs at terminals and on 
over-the-road buses. 

(b) REIMBURSEMENT.—A grant under this 
Act may be used to provide reimbursement 
to private operators of over-the-road buses 
for extraordinary security-related costs for 
improvements described in paragraphs (1) 
through (9) of subsection (a), determined by 
the Secretary to have been incurred by such 
operators since September 11, 2001. 

(c) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of 
the cost for which any grant is made under 
this Act shall be 90 percent. 

(d) DUE CONSIDERATION.—In making grants 
under this Act, the Secretary shall give due 
consideration to private operators of over- 
the-road buses that have taken measures to 
enhance bus transportation security from 
those in effect before September 11, 2001. 

(e) GRANT REQUIREMENTS.—A grant under 
this Act shall be subject to all the terms and 
conditions that a grant is subject to under 
section 3038(f) of the Transportation Equity 
Act for the 21st Century (49 U.S.C. 5310 note; 
112 Stat. 393). 
SEC. 3. PLAN REQUIREMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may not 
make a grant under this Act to a private op-
erator of over-the-road buses until the oper-
ator has first submitted to the Secretary— 

(1) a plan for making security improve-
ments described in section 2 and the Sec-
retary has approved the plan; and 

(2) such additional information as the Sec-
retary may require to ensure accountability 
for the obligation and expenditure of 
amounts made available to the operator 
under the grant. 

(b) COORDINATION.—To the extent that an 
application for a grant under this section 
proposes security improvements within a 
specific terminal owned and operated by an 
entity other than the applicant, the appli-
cant shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary that the applicant has coordi-
nated the security improvements for the ter-
minal with that entity. 
SEC. 4. OVER-THE-ROAD BUS DEFINED. 

In this Act, the term ‘‘over-the-road bus’’ 
means a bus characterized by an elevated 
passenger deck located over a baggage com-
partment. 
SEC. 5. BUS SECURITY ASSESSMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 

Secretary of Transportation shall transmit 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate and the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives a 
preliminary report in accordance with the 
requirements of this section. 

(b) CONTENTS OF PRELIMINARY REPORT.— 
The preliminary report shall include— 

(1) an assessment of the over-the-road bus 
security grant program; 

(2) an assessment of actions already taken 
to address identified security issues by both 
public and private entities and recommenda-
tions on whether additional safety and secu-
rity enforcement actions are needed; 

(3) an assessment of whether additional 
legislation is needed to provide for the secu-
rity of Americans traveling on over-the-road 
buses; 

(4) an assessment of the economic impact 
that security upgrades of buses and bus fa-
cilities may have on the over-the-road bus 
transportation industry and its employees; 

(5) an assessment of ongoing research and 
the need for additional research on over-the- 
road bus security, including engine shut-off 
mechanisms, chemical and biological weapon 
detection technology, and the feasibility of 
compartmentalization of the driver; and 

(6) an assessment of industry best practices 
to enhance security. 

(c) CONSULTATION WITH INDUSTRY, LABOR, 
AND OTHER GROUPS.—In carrying out this 
section, the Secretary shall consult with 
over-the-road bus management and labor 
representatives, public safety and law en-
forcement officials, and the National Acad-
emy of Sciences. 
SEC. 6. FUNDING. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary of Transportation to carry out 
this Act $35,000,000 for fiscal year 2003 and 
$99,000,000 for fiscal year 2004. Such sums 
shall remain available until expended. 

f 

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

The hearing will be held on Tuesday, 
May 6, at 2:30 p.m. in Room SD–366 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of this oversight hearing 
is to receive testimony on Department 
of the Interior programs addressing 
western water issues. Contact: Shelly 
Randel at 202–224–7933 or Jared Stubbs 
at 202–224–7556. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record should send two 
copies of their testimony to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510–6150. 

f 

ORDER FOR STAR PRINT—S. 880 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the committee 
report No. 108–37 which accompanies S. 
880 be star printed with the changes 
that are at the desk. 
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